@Congress of the United States
MWashington, AC 20515

December 20, 2021

The Honorable Joseph R. Biden, Jr. The Honorable Xavier Becerra

The President of the United States Secretary

The White House Department of Health & Human Services
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 200 Independence Ave, S.W.
Washington, DC 20500 Washington, DC 20201

President Biden and Secretary Becerra,

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to affect our lives, we urge you to prioritize the needs of
children who have lost parents and caregivers to this disease. As Members of Congress, we are
concerned that these bereaved children are not receiving support, both specialized mental health
counseling as well as financial assistance, in order to recover from the trauma of losing a loved
one.

According to a recent report released by the COVID Collaborative, there are an estimated
167,000 children, or roughly one in 450 of all children in the United States, who have lost a
parent or in-home caregiver to COVID-19, with more than 13,000 children losing their only in-
home caregiver. Children of color are feeling these deaths significantly more than White
children. American Indian, Alaska Native, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander children lost
caregivers at a rate of nearly 4 times that of White children, while Black and Hispanic children
were nearly 2.5 times the rate of White children. Moreover, seventy percent of caregiver loss
affected children aged 13 and younger.!

Children who have lost a parent or in-home caregiver are faced with both the grief of losing a
loved one along with financial hardship. Research suggests that bereaved children have a higher
risk of lower educational attainment, economic insecurity, early death, substance abuse, and
mental health problems. 234

We are pleased that your administration continues to emphasize the need to support children
through this pandemic. Earlier this year, your administration provided $74.2 million in grants to
strengthen youth mental health through the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
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Administration in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. We also applaud your efforts to support
families through financial assistance such as launching a program to help pay funeral costs
through FEMA. Most importantly, we strongly supported the expansion and increase of the

Child Tax Credit.

However, we believe it is critical to address the growing number of children who are
experiencing traumatic loss and ensure that resources are available to them to both cope with the
loss of a caregiver and fulfill their basic needs. Because of this, we request a response on the

following questions:

e What resources and financial support is the Administration currently providing to
children who have lost a parent or caregiver due to COVID-19?

e Are any funds from previous COVID stimulus packages being dedicated towards
supporting bereaved children? If so, what type of support are they receiving?

e Are there federal assistance programs available to support low-income families who may
have lost their primary-income provider and caregiver due to COVID-19? What barriers
currently exist for families to access these programs?

e What steps is your administration taking or planning to take to better identify bereaved
children and ensure they and their families have timely access to federal resources and

assistance?

Thank you, and we look forward to your response.

Sincerely,
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BONNIE WATSON COLEMAN
Member of Congress
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KAREN BASS
Member of Congress
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ANDRE CARSON
Member of Congress
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DANNY K. DAVIS
Member of Congress
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DWIGHT EVANS
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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MADELEINE DEAN
Member of Congress
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SHEILA JACKSON LEE
Member of Congress
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SARA JACOBS
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress



