News from Representative Watson Coleman

AN UPDATE
OM BONNIE

erving New Jersey's 12th Congressional District

Dear Neighbors,

What a week. A lot has happened in DC and around the country. From a hearing with

the Secretary of Housing and Urban Development, to the announcement of the Poverty
Task Force, to my bill to unfreeze vital medical research grants. Of course we must also
talk about the alarming and unconstitutional actions taken by the Trump Administration.

This Week

1. The Trump Admin's March Toward
Authoritarianism

2. Questioning the HUD Secretary
3. Calling Out Corruption

4. The Poverty Task Force

5. The Delaney Hall Scandal

6. Saving Medical Research

March Toward Authoritarianism
Troops in LA

President Trump's deployment of the Marines to here

police the streets of LA is blatantly !
unconstitutional. It's a significant step in his march click here
toward fascism, taken right out of the authoritarian

playbook. Any student of history can see what is

happening. "It" can happen here.

Indictment of Congresswoman Mclver

This administration thrives on the use of intimidation and fear. We saw it at Delaney
Hall. We've seen it in elementary schools and courthouses around the country. And we
are seeing it in Los Angeles.

The indictment of Congresswoman LaMonica Mclver is yet another example, but she
will not be intimidated. We will not be intimidated. The American people will not be
intimidated.

Detainment of Senator Padilla

On Thursday, California Senator Alex Padilla was detained and handcuffed at a press
conference held by Homeland Security Secretary Kristi Noem. Federal agents
assaulting a sitting U.S. Senator is absolutely unacceptable. If this is how they treat the
senior senator in the state he represents, in public, on camera, then nobody is safe.
Just imagine how they treat ordinary folks going about their business. Homeland
Security officials are acting like they're above the law, but they aren't. This incident
should be thoroughly investigated, and those responsible should be held accountable.

While it's appalling that Senator Padilla was arrested for "interrupting" Secretary Noem
at a press conference, it is also worth noting what Secretary Noem was saying when he
asked her a question. Secretary Noem said, "We are not going away. We are staying
here to liberate the city from the socialists and the burdensome leadership that this
governor and that this mayor have placed on this country and what they have tried to
insert into the city." The Secretary's responsibilities do not include "liberating"
Americans from their elected leadership. It's telling, and frankly alarming, that Secretary
Noem thinks otherwise.
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HUD Secretary Hearing

Secretary of Housing and Urban Development Scott Turner came to the Appropriations
Committee proposing a 51% cut to vital programs that millions of Americans rely on,
including cutting billions from programs designed to help house the elderly and
disabled. His response to questions about these proposed cuts was to repeat, over and
over, canned talking points and buzzwords.

you're devastating.

We need real solutions to lower the cost of housing and reduce homelessness. Not
blind cuts and empty talking points.

Calling Out Republican Representatives for Not Standing Up to
Corruption

At yesterday's Appropriations Markup I'd had enough with my Republican Colleagues
refusal to call out corruption. They know the plain from Dubai is a bribe. Republicans
know that Trump is the most corrupt president in American history. They know that it
has diminished respect for America across the globe. So | asked them to dig deep, and
find their courage to stand up to this administration.

You know, thisis wrong.
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Poverty Task Force

On June 11th, House Democratic Caucus Chair Pete Aguilar and | announced the re-
launch of the Democratic Caucus Task Force on Poverty. Chaired by Rep. Bonnie
Watson Coleman (NJ-12), the Task Force will focus on solutions to help working
families meet their basic needs and fight back against the extreme budget cuts passed
by House Republicans, which rip away programs that millions of Americans rely on.

In the wealthiest country in the world, there should be a floor beneath which we allow
no person, no child, no family to fall. | look forward to working with the Poverty
Taskforce to construct this floor and ensure all Americans have the opportunity to thrive.
I look forward to working with Caucus Chair Aguilar, our vice chairs, and our entire
Democratic Caucus on promoting an economy that works for everyone, not just the
ultra-wealthy, and creating an environment of fairness. It's time we expand the
conversation around the term "poverty" beyond just those on or below the federal
poverty line. The United States has the resources and opportunity to end poverty once
and for all. I'm ready to work with my colleagues toward accomplishing just that.

Delaney Hall

Late Thursday night, | started receiving reports about the lack of food and inappropriate
treatment of detainees as well as escaped detainees. Newark Mayor Baraka was right
to question the preparedness of Delaney Hall. Greater oversight of our detention
facilities is warranted. Congress should immediately investigate GEO Group’s other
facilities and contracts. Taxpayers who footed the bill for GEO Group’s $1 billion
contract for Delaney Hall were ripped off by a corporation who maxed out donations to
Trump’s campaign and were richly rewarded with contracts they clearly are not qualified
for or capable of executing. The failures at this facility have laid bare the corrupting
influence of the private prison industry on our justice system, our immigration policies,
and our politics at large.

Bill to Unfreeze Medical Research Grants

Yesterday, | introduced legislation to protect vital research being conducted by the
National Institutes of Health (NIH). The Preventing Halting of Active Research Act
would unfreeze and release funding for NIH contracts, prohibit termination of active
research grants funding by the NIH, and reform termination clauses in grant contracts
of the NIH.

On April 4th, the Trump Administration and Department of Government Efficiency
unilaterally canceled at least 715 NIH grants, cutting off funding to researchers at
universities, hospitals and nonprofit institutions across the country who were conducting
research on cures, prevention, and treatment for cancer, Alzheimer’s, eating disorders,
HIV, and mental health disorders among other research.

The freezing of these research grants threatens the significant progress being made on
curing and treating some of the most debilitating and costly diseases we face. Some of
the most significant advances in medicine have originated with NIH research. The cuts

by the Trump Administration are both shortsighted and cruel to those praying for a cure.
I’m working with my colleagues to ensure that research gets back on track immediately.
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